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(57) ABSTRACT

A catalyst temperature estimating device that estimates the
temperature of an upstream end of a catalyst for purifying
exhaust gas of an internal combustion engine in an exhaust
gas flow direction by executing a smoothing process for
upstream end temperature estimation; the temperature of a
downstream end of the catalyst in the exhaust gas flow direc-
tion by executing either a downstream end temperature esti-
mation process using the estimated upstream end temperature
with a smoothing process for downstream end temperature
estimation; and calculates a smoothing coefficient for the
estimated downstream end temperature used to smooth the
estimated downstream end temperature based on the opera-
tion state of the internal combustion engine.

15 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
CATALYST TEMPERATURE ESTIMATING
DEVICE AND CATALYST TEMPERATURE
ESTIMATING METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to Japanese Patent Appli-
cation No. 2010-088947 filed on Apr. 7, 2010, which is incor-
porated herein by reference in its entirety including the speci-
fication, drawings and abstract.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a catalyst temperature estimating
device and a catalyst temperature estimating method.

2. Description of the Related Art

There has been devised a catalyst temperature estimating
device that estimates a temperature of a catalyst for purifying
exhaust gas of an internal combustion engine. For example, a
catalyst temperature estimating device according to Japanese
Patent Application Publication No. 2003-343242 (JP-A-
2003-343242) calculates a steady estimated temperature as a
temperature of a catalyst at a time when an internal combus-
tion engine is in a steady operation state, on the basis of a
rotational speed of the internal combustion engine and a load
applied to the internal combustion engine. The catalyst tem-
perature estimating device according to Japanese Patent
Application Publication No. 2003-343242 (JP-A-2003-
343242) estimates the temperature of the catalyst by perform-
ing a smoothing processing using this calculated steady esti-
mated temperature and a smoothing coefficient determined
by the rotational speed and the load.

However, the catalyst temperature estimating device
according to Japanese Patent Application Publication No.
2003-343242 (JP-A-2003-343242), may exhibit a large error
between the estimated temperature of the catalyst and the
actual temperature of the catalyst when the operation state of
the internal combustion engine is an acceleration state.
Accordingly, the catalyst temperature estimating device
according to Japanese Patent Application Publication No.
2003-343242 (JP-A-2003-343242) does not accurately esti-
mate high catalyst temperatures.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention provides a catalyst temperature estimating
device and a catalyst temperature estimating method that
accurately estimates the catalyst temperature.

As a first aspect of the invention, catalyst temperature
estimating device includes an upstream end temperature esti-
mating portion that estimates a temperature of an upstream
end of a catalyst used to purify exhaust gas of an internal
combustion engine in an exhaust gas flow direction by execut-
ing a smoothing process for upstream end temperature esti-
mation, a downstream end temperature estimating portion
that estimates a temperature of a downstream end of the
catalyst in the exhaust gas flow direction by executing one of
a downstream end temperature estimation process using the
estimated upstream end temperature and a smoothing process
for downstream end temperature estimation; and a down-
stream end smoothing coefficient calculating portion that cal-
culates a smoothing coefficient for downstream end tempera-
ture estimation that is used in the smoothing process for
downstream end temperature estimation based on an opera-
tion state of the internal combustion engine.
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According to the foregoing aspect of the invention, even in
the case where, for example, the temperature behavior of the
upstream end temperature of the catalyst is different from the
temperature behavior of the downstream end temperature of
the catalyst when the operation state of the internal combus-
tion engine is an acceleration state, the upstream end tem-
perature estimating portion and the downstream end tempera-
ture estimating portion can estimate the upstream end
temperature of the catalyst and the downstream end tempera-
ture of the catalyst respectively. Thus, the catalyst tempera-
ture can be accurately estimated. Further, in performing the
downstream end temperature estimation processing using the
upstream end temperature, the downstream end temperature
estimating portion can accurately grasp a phenomenon in
which the downstream end temperature changes under the
influence of the upstream end temperature. Further, in per-
forming the smoothing processing for downstream end tem-
perature estimation, the downstream end temperature esti-
mating portion can accurately estimate the downstream end
temperature, because the smoothing coefficient for down-
stream end temperature estimation is calculated on the basis
of the operation state of the internal combustion engine.

In the foregoing aspect of the invention, the downstream
end temperature estimating portion may estimate the down-
stream end temperature by executing the smoothing process
for downstream end temperature estimation using the
upstream end temperature estimated by the upstream end
temperature estimating portion. According to this configura-
tion, in performing the smoothing processing for downstream
end temperature estimation, the downstream end temperature
estimating portion can accurately grasp a phenomenon in
which the downstream end temperature changes under the
influence of the upstream end temperature.

In the foregoing aspect of the invention, the downstream
end temperature estimating portion may execute the down-
stream end temperature estimation process using the esti-
mated upstream end temperature if the operation state of the
internal combustion engine is an acceleration state, executes
the smoothing process for downstream end temperature esti-
mation if the operation state of the internal combustion engine
is not the acceleration state, and estimates, as the downstream
end temperature, the upstream end temperature estimated by
the upstream end temperature estimating portion in the down-
stream end temperature estimation processing using the
upstream end temperature. According to this configuration,
the downstream end temperature estimating portion can accu-
rately grasp the phenomenon in which the downstream end
temperature changes under the influence of the upstream end
temperature when the operation state of the internal combus-
tion engine is the acceleration state.

In the foregoing aspect of the invention, the downstream
end temperature estimating portion may execute the down-
stream end temperature estimation process using the
upstream end temperature if the operation state of the internal
combustion engine is an acceleration state, executes the
smoothing process for downstream end temperature estima-
tion if the operation state of the internal combustion engine is
not the acceleration state, and estimates, as the current down-
stream end temperature, a result obtained by correcting the
downstream end temperature estimated last time by the
downstream end temperature estimating portion with the
upstream end temperature estimated last time by the upstream
end temperature estimating portion in the downstream end
temperature estimation process using the upstream end tem-
perature

In the foregoing aspect of the invention, the downstream
end smoothing coefficient calculating portion may calculate,
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as the smoothing coefficient for downstream end temperature
estimation, a smoothing coefficient corresponding to a case
where the operation state of the internal combustion engine is
an acceleration state or a smoothing coefficient correspond-
ing to a case where the operation state of the internal com-
bustion engine is not the acceleration state, based on the
operation state of the internal combustion engine.
According to this configuration, the downstream end tem-
perature estimating portion can accurately estimate the down-
stream end temperature.

In the foregoing aspect of the invention, the catalyst tem-
perature estimating device may further include an upstream
end smoothing coefficient calculating portion that calculates
a smoothing coefficient for upstream end temperature estima-
tion based on the operation state of the internal combustion
engine. According to this configuration, the upstream end
temperature estimating portion can accurately estimate the
upstream end temperature.

In the foregoing aspect of the invention, the upstream end
smoothing coefficient calculating portion may calculate, as
the smoothing coefficient for upstream end temperature esti-
mation, a smoothing coefficient corresponding to a case
where the operation state of the internal combustion engine is
an acceleration state or a smoothing coefficient correspond-
ing to a case where the operation state of the internal com-
bustion engine is not the acceleration state, based on the
operation state of the internal combustion engine.
According to this configuration, the upstream end tempera-
ture estimating portion can accurately estimate the upstream
end temperature.

As a second aspect of the invention, a catalyst temperature
estimating method includes estimating an upstream end tem-
perature of an upstream end of a catalyst that purifies exhaust
gas of an internal combustion engine in an exhaust gas flow
direction by executing a smoothing process for upstream end
temperature estimation; and estimating a downstream end
temperature of a downstream end of the catalyst in the
exhaust gas flow direction by executing one of a downstream
end temperature estimation process that uses the estimated
upstream end temperature and a smoothing process for down-
stream end temperature estimation, or calculating a smooth-
ing coefficient for downstream end temperature estimation
used in the smoothing process for downstream end tempera-
ture estimation based on an operation state of the internal
combustion engine, a catalyst temperature estimating method
includes estimating a upstream end temperature as a tempera-
ture of an upstream end of a catalyst for purifying exhaust gas
of an internal combustion engine in an exhaust gas flow
direction by performing a smoothing processing for upstream
end temperature estimation, and estimating a downstream
end temperature as a temperature of a downstream end of the
catalyst in the exhaust gas flow direction by performing one
of a downstream end temperature estimation processing
using the estimated upstream end temperature and a smooth-
ing processing for downstream end temperature estimation,
or calculating a smoothing coefficient for downstream end
temperature estimation as a coefficient used in the smoothing
processing for downstream end temperature estimation on a
basis of an operation state of the internal combustion engine.

In the foregoing aspect of the invention as well, the
upstream end temperature of the catalyst and the downstream
end temperature of the catalyst can be accurately estimated.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The features, advantages, and technical and industrial sig-
nificance of this invention will be described in the following
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detailed description of example embodiments of the inven-
tion with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which
like numerals denote like elements, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of the configuration of an
internal combustion engine system equipped with an ECU
according to a first embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is graph that depicts the relationship between the
temperature of a catalyst and the operation state of an internal
combustion engine;

FIG. 3 is an example of a flowchart of a catalyst tempera-
ture estimation process executed by the ECU according to the
first embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 4 is an example of a flowchart of a catalyst tempera-
ture estimation process executed by an ECU according to a
second embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 5 is an example of a flowchart of a catalyst tempera-
ture estimation process executed by an ECU according to a
third embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 6 is an example of a flowchart of a catalyst tempera-
ture estimation process executed by an ECU according to a
fourth embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

An electronic control unit (an ECU) 80 according to the
first embodiment of the invention will be described. FIG. 1is
a schematic view of the configuration of an internal combus-
tion engine system 5 equipped with the ECU 80. The internal
combustion engine system 5 includes an internal combustion
engine 10, an intake passage 20, an exhaust passage 30, an
injector 40, a throttle valve 50, a catalyst 60, various detection
portions (a crank position sensor 70, a throttle position sensor
71, an airflow meter 72, an accelerator position sensor 73, an
air-fuel ratio sensor 74, an oxygen sensor 75, etc.), and the
ECU 80.

A piston 11 is housed within each cylinder of the internal
combustion engine 10. The piston 11 is connected to a crank-
shaft via a connecting rod. The crank position sensor 70 is
disposed near the crankshaft. Signals from the crank position
sensor 70 are transmitted to the ECU 80. The ECU 80 then
determines the crank angle of the internal combustion engine
10 and the engine speed, based on the signals output by the
crank position sensor 70.

The intake passage 20 is connected to an intake port of the
internal combustion engine 10. The exhaust passage 30 is
connected to an exhaust port of the internal combustion
engine 10. The injector 40 is disposed upstream of the intake
passage 20 in an airflow direction. The ECU 80 controls the
injection of fuel by the injector 40. The injected fuel is sup-
plied into the cylinder of the internal combustion engine 10
together with air.

A throttle valve 50 that adjusts the amount of the air sup-
plied to the internal combustion engine 10 is disposed in the
intake passage 20 upstream of the injector 40 in the airflow
direction. The throttle valve 50 is controlled by the ECU 80.
The throttle position sensor 71 is disposed near the throttle
valve 50. The signals output by the throttle position sensor 71
is transmitted to the ECU 80.

The airflow meter 72 is disposed in the intake passage 20
upstream of the throttle valve 50 in the airflow direction.
Signals output by the airflow meter 72 are transmitted to the
ECU 80. Further, signals output by the accelerator position
sensor 73, which detects the operation amount of an accel-
erator 100, are transmitted to the ECU 80.

A catalyst 60 for purifying exhaust gas is disposed in the
exhaust passage 30 downstream in an exhaust gas flow direc-
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tion. The catalyst 60 is not limited in particular, but it is
possible to employ, for example, a three-way catalyst. The
three-way catalyst employed herein is obtained by disposing
particulate catalytic components (Pt, Pd, or the like) on a
coating that contains an oxygen occluding component such as
cerium dioxide, zirconia, or the like.

The air-fuel ratio sensor 74 is disposed in the exhaust
passage 30 upstream of the catalyst 60 in the exhaust gas flow
direction. The oxygen sensor 75 is disposed in the exhaust
passage 30 downstream of the catalyst 60 in the exhaust gas
flow direction. Signals output by the air-fuel ratio sensor 74
and the oxygen sensor 75 are transmitted to the ECU 80.

The ECU 80 is a microcomputer that includes with a cen-
tral processing unit (a CPU) 81, aread only memory (a ROM)
82, and a random access memory (a RAM) 83.

The ECU 80 controls the throttle valve 50 and the injector
40, by causing the CPU 81 to operate while using the RAM 83
in accordance with a program stored in the ROM 82. For
example, the ECU 80 controls the throttle valve 50 to an
appropriate throttle opening degree, in accordance with the
signals output by the crank position sensor 70, the throttle
position sensor 71, the airflow meter 72, and the accelerator
position sensor 73. Further, the ECU 80 subjects an injection
amount of fuel injected from the injector 40 to feedback
control, for example, so that the air-fuel ratio (A/F) of exhaust
gas becomes stoichiometric, in accordance with signals out-
put by the air-fuel ratio sensor 74 and the oxygen sensor 75.

The ECU 80 also serves as a catalyst temperature estimat-
ing device that executes a catalyst temperature estimation
process to estimate the temperature of the catalyst 60, by
causing the CPU 81 to operate while using the RAM 83 as a
temporary storage memory on the basis of a program stored in
the ROM 82 and the like.

Subsequently, the catalyst temperature estimation process
of the ECU 80 will be described. First, the relationship
between the temperature of the catalyst 60 and the operation
state of the internal combustion engine 10 will be described.
FIG. 2 is a graph that depicts the relationship between the
temperature of the catalyst 60 and the operation state of the
internal combustion engine 10. The abscissa represents time
(s), the ordinate on the left side represents the temperature (°
C.) of the catalyst 60, and the ordinate on the right side
represents the amount (g/s) of air supplied to the internal
combustion engine 10 per unit time. The line 200a indicates
the measured temperature at an upstream end (hereinafter
referred to as “upstream end”) of the catalyst 60 in the exhaust
gas flow direction, the line 2005 indicates the measured tem-
perature at a downstream end (hereinafter referred to as
“downstream end”) of the catalyst 60 in the exhaust gas flow
direction, and the line 200¢ indicates the measured amount of
air supplied to the internal combustion engine 10 per unit time
(hereinafter abbreviated as the air amount).

As indicated by the line 200¢, the air amount starts increas-
ing in the vicinity of 827 (s). This means that the operation
state of the internal combustion engine 10 shifts from a steady
state to an acceleration state in the vicinity of 827 (s). Further,
the air amount starts decreasing in the vicinity o833 (s). This
means that the operation state of the internal combustion
engine 10 shifts to a deceleration state in the vicinity of 833
(s).

As is apparent from line 200q and line 2005, the behavior
of the temperature of the upstream end of the catalyst 60
differs from that at the downstream end of the catalyst 60. For
example, the temperature of the exhaust gas flowing into the
catalyst 60 greatly affects the temperature at the upstream end
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of'the catalyst 60. Thus, the temperature of the upstream end
of'the catalyst 60 varies in accordance with changes in the air
amount.

In contrast, the downstream end of the catalyst 60 is also
influenced by the temperature of exhaust gas, but is also
influenced by the heat of a chemical reaction from the
upstream end of the catalyst 60 to the downstream end of the
catalyst 60 and the heat transmitted from the upstream end of
the catalyst 60 to the downstream end of the catalyst 60. Thus,
in initial stages where the operation state of the internal com-
bustion engine 10 changes to the acceleration state, the tem-
perature of the downstream end starts rising with a delay after
the temperature of the upstream end starts rising. Further, in
the initial stages where the operation state of the internal
combustion engine 10 changes to the acceleration state, the
temperature of the downstream end temporarily falls and then
starts rising. Further, when the operation state of the internal
combustion engine 10 changes to the deceleration state, the
rate of temperature decrease at the upstream end is higher
than the rate of temperature decrease at the downstream end.

As described above, the temperature behavior at the
upstream end of the catalyst 60 differs from the temperature
behavior at the downstream end of the catalyst 60. Thus, to
accurately estimate the temperature of the catalyst 60, the
ECU 80 according to this embodiment of the invention
executes a process for estimating the temperature of the
upstream end (hereinafter abbreviated as the upstream end
temperature in some cases) and a process for estimating the
temperature of the downstream end (hereinafter abbreviated
as the downstream end temperature in some cases).

In the upstream end temperature estimation process, the
ECU 80 estimates the upstream end temperature by executing
a smoothing process for upstream end temperature estima-
tion. Specifically, the ECU 80 estimates the upstream end
temperature by executing a calculation process based on an
expression (1), shown below. That is, the ECU 80 according
to this embodiment of the invention functions as a upstream
end temperature estimating portion that estimates the
upstream end temperature. It should be noted that the smooth-
ing process executed by the upstream end temperature esti-
mation means the calculation process based on expression (1)
shown below.

Upstream end temperature=Upstream end temperature
estimated last time as result of performance of
smoothing processing for upstream end tempera-
ture estimation+(Steady-state temperature of
catalyst 60-Upstream end temperature estimated
last time as result of performance of smoothing
processing for upstream end temperature estima-

tion)/(Smoothing coefficient for upstream end
temperature estimation)

M

That is, the ECU estimates the upstream end temperature
by dividing the difference of the previously estimated
upstream end temperature and the steady-state temperature of
the catalyst by the smoothing coefficient for upstream end
temperature estimation calculated by the upstream end tem-
perature estimation smoothing coefficient calculating por-
tion, and then adding the previously estimated upstream end
temperature to the resulting quotient.

It should be noted herein that, for example, the coolant
temperature of coolant in the internal combustion engine 10,
the temperature of intake air in the internal combustion
engine 10 may be used as “the previously estimated upstream
end temperature as a result of the performance of the smooth-
ing processing for upstream end temperature estimation” in
first performing the smoothing processing for upstream end
temperature estimation. For example, the ECU 80 may
acquire the coolant temperature of the coolant based on the
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output of a coolant temperature sensor disposed in a water
jacket of the internal combustion engine 10. The ECU 80 may
acquire the temperature of intake air in the internal combus-
tion engine 10 based on the output of a temperature sensor
disposed in the intake passage 20.

Further, a temperature expected to be attained by the cata-
lyst 60 may be used as the steady-state temperature in the
expression (1). More specifically, a temperature attained by
the upstream end temperature of the catalyst 60 during steady
state operation of the internal combustion engine (which is
neither an acceleration state nor a deceleration state) for a
predetermined period may be used as the steady-state tem-
perature.

The method of calculating the steady-state temperature by
the ECU 80 is not limited to a particular method. For example,
the ECU 80 may calculate the steady-state temperature based
on the operation state of the internal combustion engine 10. In
addition, the operation state of the internal combustion engine
10 is not limited in particular. For example, the air amount, the
engine speed, the load applied to the internal combustion
engine 10, or the like may be used as the operation state of the
internal combustion engine 10. In this embodiment of the
invention, the air amount is used as the operation state of the
internal combustion engine 10. That is, in this embodiment of
the invention, the ECU 80 calculates the steady-state tem-
perature based on the air amount.

The specific method of calculating the steady-state tem-
perature by the ECU 80 is not restricted to any particular
method. For example, a map showing a relationship between
the air amount and the steady-state temperature of the catalyst
60 may be stored in the storage portion of the ECU 80. The
ECU 80 can calculate the steady-state temperature of the
catalyst 60 by referring to the map stored in the storage
portion on the basis of the air amount detected by the airflow
meter 72. It should be noted that, for example, a method in
which a map is referred to as in the case of calculation based
onthe air amount can be used as the method in which the ECU
80 calculates the steady-state temperature based on the rota-
tional speed of the internal combustion engine 10, the load
applied to the internal combustion engine 10, or the like.

In contrast, in the process for estimating the downstream
end temperature (hereinafter referred to as the downstream
end temperature estimation processing), the ECU 80 esti-
mates the downstream end temperature by executing a
smoothing process for downstream end temperature estima-
tion. In this embodiment of the invention, the ECU 80 esti-
mates the downstream end temperature by performing a
smoothing processing for downstream end temperature esti-
mation using the upstream end temperature estimated in the
upstream end temperature estimation processing. Specifi-
cally, the ECU 80 estimates the downstream end temperature
by executing a calculation process based on expression (2),
shown below. That is, the ECU 80 according to this embodi-
ment of the invention serves as a downstream end temperature
estimating portion that estimates the downstream end tem-
perature by executing the smoothing process for downstream
end temperature estimation. It should be noted that the
smoothing process for downstream end temperature estima-
tion is the calculation process based on the expression (2).

Downstream end temperature=Downstream end tem-
perature estimated last time as result of perfor-
mance of smoothing processing for downstream
end temperature estimation+(Upstream end tem-
perature estimated as result of performance of
upstream end temperature estimation process-
ing-Downstream end temperature estimated last
time as result of performance of smoothing pro-
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cessing for downstream end temperature estima-
tion)/(Smoothing coefficient for downstream end
temperature estimation)

@

Accordingly, the ECU estimates the downstream end tem-
perature as a value obtained by dividing the difference of the
previously estimated downstream end temperature and the
upstream end temperature by the smoothing coefficient for
downstream end temperature estimation calculated by the
downstream end temperature estimation smoothing coeffi-
cient calculating portion, and adding the previously estimated
downstream end temperature to the resulting quotient.

It should be noted that, for example, the coolant tempera-
ture in the internal combustion engine 10, the temperature of
intake, or the like may also be used as “the previously esti-
mated downstream end temperature as a result of executing
the smoothing process for downstream end temperature esti-
mation” in first performing the smoothing processing for
downstream end temperature.

It should be noted that the upstream end temperature cal-
culated according to the expression (1) varies in accordance
with the magnitude of the smoothing coefficient for upstream
end temperature estimation. Accordingly, by appropriately
selecting the smoothing coefficient for upstream end tem-
perature estimation, the ECU 80 can accurately estimate the
temperature behavior of the upstream end temperature. Fur-
ther, the downstream end temperature calculated according to
the expression (2) changes in accordance with the magnitude
of'the smoothing coefficient for downstream end temperature
estimation. Therefore, by appropriately selecting the smooth-
ing coefficient for downstream end temperature estimation,
the ECU 80 can accurately estimate the temperature behavior
of the downstream end temperature.

Thus, in this embodiment of the invention, the ECU 80
calculates the smoothing coefficient for upstream end tem-
perature estimation in the expression (1) based on the opera-
tion state of the internal combustion engine 10. Further, the
ECU 80 calculates the smoothing coefficient for downstream
end temperature estimation in the expression (2) based on the
operation state of the internal combustion engine 10. That is,
the ECU 80 according to this embodiment of the invention has
a serves as a upstream end smoothing coefficient calculating
portion that calculates a smoothing coefficient for upstream
end temperature estimation, and a also serves as a down-
stream end smoothing coefficient calculating portion that cal-
culates a smoothing coefficient for downstream end tempera-
ture estimation.

The indicator of the operation state of the internal combus-
tion engine 10 is not restricted to any particular indicator, but
the air amount, the rotational speed of the internal combustion
engine 10, the load applied to the internal combustion engine
10, or the like may be used as the indicator of the operation
state of the internal combustion engine 10. In this embodi-
ment of the invention, the air amount is used as the indicator
of the operation state of the internal combustion engine 10.
Accordingly, in this embodiment of the invention, the ECU
80 calculates the smoothing coefficient for upstream end tem-
perature estimation and the smoothing coefficient for down-
stream end temperature estimation based on the air amount.

The specific method used by the ECU 80 to calculate the
smoothing coefficient for upstream end temperature estima-
tion and the smoothing coefficient for downstream end tem-
perature estimation is not restricted to any method in particu-
lar. For example, a map showing a relationship between the
air amount and the smoothing coefficient for upstream end
temperature estimation and a map showing a relationship
between the air amount and the smoothing coefficient for
downstream end temperature estimation are stored in storage
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portion of the ECU 80. The ECU 80 sets the smoothing
coefficient for upstream end temperature estimation and the
smoothing coefficient for downstream end temperature esti-
mation based on the air amount detected by the airflow meter
72 by referring to maps stored in the storage portion of the
ECU 80. It should be noted that, for example, a method in
which a map is referred to as in the case of calculation based
onthe air amount can be used as the method in which the ECU
80 calculates the smoothing coefficient for upstream end tem-
perature estimation and the smoothing coefficient for down-
stream end temperature estimation based on the engine speed,
the load applied to the internal combustion engine 10, or the
like.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of the catalyst temperature estimation
process executed by the ECU 80. The ECU 80 executes the
program of the flowchart of FIG. 3 at predetermined intervals.
First, the ECU 80 estimates the steady-state temperature (A)
of the catalyst 60 based on an operation state of the internal
combustion engine 10 (step S10). For example, the ECU 80
estimates the steady-state temperature of the catalyst 60
based on the air amount.

The ECU 80 then calculates the smoothing coefficient (B)
for upstream end temperature estimation (step S20). Specifi-
cally, the ECU 80 calculates the smoothing coefficient for
upstream end temperature estimation based on an operation
state of the internal combustion engine 10. For example, the
ECU 80 calculates the smoothing coefficient for upstream
end temperature estimation based on an air amount.

Next, the ECU 80 calculates the smoothing coefficient (C)
for downstream end temperature estimation (step S30). Spe-
cifically, the ECU 80 calculates the smoothing coefficient for
downstream end temperature estimation based on an opera-
tion state of the internal combustion engine 10. For example,
the ECU 80 may calculate the smoothing coefficient for
downstream end temperature estimation based on an air
amount.

The ECU 80 then estimates an upstream end temperature
(D) of the catalyst 60 by executing the smoothing process for
upstream end temperature estimation (step S40). Specifically,
the ECU 80 estimates the upstream end temperature (D) by
executing the calculation process based on the expression (1).

The ECU 80 then estimates the downstream end tempera-
ture of the catalyst 60 by executing the smoothing process for
downstream end temperature estimation (step S50). Specifi-
cally, the ECU 80 estimates the downstream end temperature
by executing the calculation processing based on the expres-
sion (2). The ECU 80 then terminates execution of the pro-
gram.

As described above, the ECU 80 according to the first
embodiment of the invention estimates the upstream end tem-
perature of the catalyst 60 and the downstream end tempera-
ture of the catalyst 60 by executing the upstream end tem-
perature estimation process and the downstream end
temperature estimation process, respectively. Thus, even if
the temperature behavior of the upstream end of the catalyst
60 differs from the temperature behavior of the downstream
end of the catalyst 60, the ECU 80 can accurately estimate the
temperature of the catalyst 60. As a result, according to the
ECU 80, the deviation of the estimated temperature of the
catalyst 60 from the actual temperature of the catalyst 60 is
minimized even when the internal combustion engine 10
repeats acceleration and deceleration.

Further, the ECU 80 calculates the smoothing coefficient
for upstream end temperature estimation and the smoothing
coefficient for downstream end temperature estimation based
on the operation state of the internal combustion engine 10.
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Thus, the ECU 80 more accurately estimates the upstream
end temperature and the downstream end temperature.

Further, the ECU 80 estimates the downstream end tem-
perature by executing the smoothing process for downstream
end temperature estimation using the upstream end tempera-
ture estimated in the upstream end temperature estimation
processing. Thus, the ECU 80 can accurately grasp a phenom-
enon in which the downstream end temperature changes
under the influence of the upstream end temperature. For
example, the ECU 80 can accurately grasp a phenomenon in
which the downstream end temperature temporarily
decreases under the influence of the upstream end tempera-
ture in the initial stages of acceleration of the internal com-
bustion engine 10. Accordingly, the ECU 80 accurately esti-
mates the temperature of the catalyst 60.

Next, the ECU 80 according to the second embodiment of
the invention will be described. The ECU 80 according to the
second embodiment of the invention differs from the ECU 80
according to the first embodiment of the invention with
respect to the subprocesses of the catalyst temperature esti-
mation process. In the second embodiment of the invention,
the ECU 80 determines whether to subject the downstream
end temperature to the downstream end temperature estima-
tion processing using the upstream end temperature estimated
by the upstream end temperature estimating portion based on
the operation state of the internal combustion engine, or the
smoothing processing for downstream end temperature esti-
mation. Specifically, the ECU 80 according to this embodi-
ment of the invention changes the sub-processes for estimat-
ing the downstream end temperature depending on whether
the operation state of the internal combustion engine 10 is an
acceleration state. More specifically, if the operation state of
the internal combustion engine 10 is the acceleration state, the
ECU 80 executes the downstream end temperature estimation
process using the upstream end temperature. However, if the
operation state of the internal combustion engine 10 is not the
acceleration state, the ECU 80 executes a smoothing process
for downstream end temperature estimation that differs from
that of the first embodiment of the invention. That is, the ECU
80 according to this embodiment of the invention serves as a
downstream end temperature estimating portion that esti-
mates the downstream end temperature by executing one of
the downstream end temperature estimation process using the
upstream end temperature and the smoothing process for
downstream end temperature estimation.

In the downstream end temperature estimation process
using the upstream end temperature (hereinafter referred to as
an acceleration downstream end temperature estimation pro-
cess), which is executed when the operation state of the inter-
nal combustion engine 10 is the acceleration state, the ECU
80 estimates, as the downstream end temperature, the
upstream end temperature estimated in the upstream end tem-
perature estimation processing.

The smoothing process for downstream end temperature
estimation that is executed when the operation state of the
internal combustion engine 10 is not the acceleration state
differs from the smoothing process for downstream end tem-
perature estimation according to the first embodiment of the
invention in that the steady-state temperature of the catalyst
60 is used instead of the upstream end temperature. Specifi-
cally, the smoothing process for downstream end temperature
estimation according to this embodiment of the invention is
executed based on an expression (3) shown below.

Downstream end temperature=Downstream end tem-
perature estimated last time as result of perfor-
mance of smoothing processing for downstream
end temperature estimation+(Steady-state tem-
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perature of catalyst 60-Downstream end tem-
perature estimated last time as result of perfor-
mance of smoothing processing for downstream
end temperature estimation)/(Smoothing coeffi-
cient for downstream end temperature estima-
tion)

3

FIG. 4 is shows an example of a flowchart of a catalyst
temperature estimation process executed by the ECU 80
according to this embodiment of the invention. The ECU 80
according to this embodiment of the invention executes the
program of the flowchart of FIG. 4 at predetermined intervals.
The flowchart of FIG. 4 differs from the flowchart of FIG. 3 in
that step S41, step S42, and step 50a are provided instead of
step S50. The configuration is otherwise identical to that of
the flowchart of FIG. 3, and the identical features will not be
described below.

Step S41 is executed after step S40. In step S41, the ECU
80 determines whether the operation state of the internal
combustion engine 10 is the acceleration state. The method of
making the determination in step S41 is not limited to any
particular method. For example, the ECU 80 determines
whether the operation state of the internal combustion engine
10 is the acceleration state based on whether rate of increase
in the air amount exceeds a threshold rate. If the rate of
increase in the air amount is exceeds the threshold rate, the
ECU 80 determines that the internal combustion engine 10 is
in the acceleration state. If the rate of increase in the air
amount is equal to or below the threshold rate, the ECU 80
determines that the internal combustion engine 10 is not in the
acceleration state. Alternatively, the ECU 80 may determine
whether the internal combustion engine 10 is in the accelera-
tion state based on the rate of change in the rotational speed of
the internal combustion engine 10, the rate of change in
vehicle speed, or the like.

Ifitis determined in step S41 that the operation state of the
internal combustion engine 10 is the acceleration state, the
ECU 80 executes the acceleration downstream end tempera-
ture estimation process (step S42). Specifically, in step S42,
the ECU 80 estimates, as the downstream end temperature,
the upstream end temperature (D) estimated in step S40. The
ECU 80 then terminates execution of the program.

Ifitis determined in step S41 that the operation state of the
internal combustion engine 10 is the acceleration state, the
ECU 80 estimates the downstream end temperature by
executing the smoothing process for downstream end tem-
perature estimation (step S50a). Specifically, in step S50a,
the ECU 80 estimates the downstream end temperature by
executing the calculation process based on the expression (3).
The ECU 80 then terminates execution of the program.

It should be noted that the steady-state temperature (A)
used in the smoothing processing for downstream end tem-
perature estimation in step S50a may be equal to or different
from the steady-state temperature (A) used in the smoothing
processing for upstream end temperature estimation in step
S40. If the steady-state temperature used in step S50q differs
from the steady-state temperature used in step S40, the ECU
80 estimates, for example, the steady-state temperature of the
upstream end of the catalyst 60 and the steady-state tempera-
ture of the downstream end of the catalyst 60 respectively in
step S10. In step S40, the ECU 80 then executes the smooth-
ing process based on the expression (1), using the steady-state
temperature of the upstream end estimated in step S10. Fur-
ther, in step S50q, the ECU 80 executes the smoothing pro-
cessing based on the expression (3) using the steady-state
temperature of the downstream end estimated in step S10.

The ECU 80 according to the second embodiment of the
invention estimates the upstream end temperature of the cata-
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lyst 60 and the downstream end temperature of the catalyst 60
by executing both the upstream end temperature estimation
process (step S40) and the downstream end temperature esti-
mation process (step S42 and step S504). Thus, the tempera-
ture of the catalyst 60 can be accurately estimated. Further, as
in the case of the first embodiment of the invention, the ECU
80 according to the second embodiment of the invention
calculates the smoothing coefficient for upstream end tem-
perature estimation and downstream end temperature estima-
tion based on the operation state of the internal combustion
engine 10. Thus, the temperature of the catalyst 60 may be
more accurately estimated.

Further, the ECU 80 according to this embodiment of the
invention estimates, as the downstream end temperature, the
upstream end temperature estimated in the upstream end tem-
perature estimation processing in the acceleration down-
stream end temperature estimation process (step S42). Thus,
the ECU 80 can accurately grasp a phenomenon in which the
downstream end temperature changes under the influence of
the upstream end temperature. For example, the ECU 80 can
accurately grasp a phenomenon in which the downstream end
temperature temporarily falls under the influence of the
upstream end temperature in the initial stages of acceleration
of the internal combustion engine 10. Accordingly, the ECU
80 accurately estimates the temperature of the catalyst 60.

Further, the ECU 80 according to this embodiment of the
invention estimates the downstream end temperature without
using the upstream end temperature in the smoothing pro-
cessing for downstream end temperature estimation, which is
executed when the internal combustion engine 10 is not in the
acceleration state (step S50q). Thus, according to the ECU
80, when the internal combustion engine 10 is not in the
acceleration state, the estimated downstream end temperature
can be restrained from being influenced by the accuracy in
estimating the upstream end temperature.

Next, the ECU 80 according to the third embodiment of the
invention will be described. The ECU 80 according to this
embodiment of the invention differs from the ECU 80 accord-
ing to the second embodiment of the invention with respect to
the sub-processes of the catalyst temperature estimation pro-
cess. Specifically, the sub-processes of the acceleration
downstream end temperature estimation process executed by
the ECU 80 according to this embodiment of the invention
differs from those executed by the ECU 80 according to the
second embodiment of the invention. More specifically, the
ECU 80 according to this embodiment of the invention esti-
mates, as a current downstream end temperature, a result
obtained by correcting a downstream end temperature esti-
mated last time through the downstream end temperature
estimation processing with a upstream end temperature esti-
mated last time through the upstream end temperature esti-
mation processing, in the acceleration downstream end tem-
perature estimation processing. The configuration is
otherwise identical to those of the ECU 80 according to the
second embodiment of the invention, and the identical fea-
tures will not be described below.

FIG. 5 is a view showing an example of a flowchart of a
catalyst temperature estimation process executed by the ECU
80 according to the second embodiment of the invention. The
ECU 80 executes the program of the flowchart of FIG. 5 at
predetermined intervals. The flowchart of FIG. 5 differs from
the flowchart of FIG. 4 in that step S43 and step S44 are
provided instead of step S42. Step S43 and step S44 corre-
spond to the acceleration downstream end temperature esti-
mation processing according to the second embodiment of
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the invention. The configuration is otherwise identical to
those of the flowchart of FIG. 4, and the identical features will
not be described below.

Step S43 is executed out if it is determined in step S41 that
the operation state of the internal combustion engine 10 is the
acceleration state. In step S43, the ECU 80 calculates a down-
stream end temperature correction value (E). Specifically, the
ECU 80 calculates the downstream end temperature correc-
tion value (E) based on a downstream end temperature esti-
mated in step S44 or step S50a and the upstream end tem-
perature (D) estimated in step S40 in the preceding execution
of the program.

More specifically, if step S44 was executed during the
preceding execution of the program, the ECU 80 calculates
the downstream end temperature correction value (E) based
on the difference between the downstream end temperature
estimated previously in step S44 and the upstream end tem-
perature (D) estimated previously in step S40. For example,
the ECU 80 sets, as the downstream end temperature correc-
tion value (E), the value obtained by multiplying the differ-
ence between the downstream end temperature estimated pre-
viously in step S44 and the upstream end temperature (D)
estimated previously in step S40 by a predetermined coeffi-
cient.

Further, if step S50a was executed during the preceding
execution of the program of, the ECU 80 calculates the down-
stream end temperature correction value (E) based on the
difference between the downstream end temperature esti-
mated in the previous execution of step S50a and the
upstream end temperature (D) estimated in the previous
execution of step S40. For example, the ECU 80 acquires, as
the downstream end temperature correction value (E), a value
obtained by multiplying the difference between the down-
stream end temperature estimated last time in step S50a and
the upstream end temperature (D) estimated last time in step
S40 by the predetermined coefficient.

After executing step S43, the ECU 80 executes step S44. In
step S44, the ECU 80 corrects the previously estimated down-
stream end temperature by executing step S44 or step S50aq,
using the downstream end temperature correction value (E)
calculated in step S43, and estimates the corrected result as
the current downstream end temperature.

Specifically, when step S44 is carried out during the last
execution of the program of'the flowchart, the ECU 80 sets the
difference between the downstream end current temperature
correction value (E), calculated in the current execution of
step S43, and the previously estimated downstream end tem-
perature, estimated during the preceding execution of step
S44, as the current downstream end temperature. Further,
when step S50a is carried out during the last execution of the
program of the flowchart, the ECU 80 sets the difference
between the downstream end temperature correction value
(E), calculated in the current execution of step S43, and the
downstream end temperature, estimated in the previous
execution of step S50q, as the current downstream end tem-
perature. The ECU 80 then terminates the execution of the
program of the flowchart.

The ECU 80 according to this embodiment of the invention
estimates the upstream end temperature of the catalyst 60 and
the downstream end temperature of the catalyst 60 by execut-
ing the upstream end temperature estimation process (step
S40) and the downstream end temperature estimation process
(step S43, step S44, and step S50a) respectively. Thus, the
ECU 80 can accurately estimate the temperature of the cata-
lyst 60. Further, the ECU 80 according to this embodiment of
the invention calculates the smoothing coefficient for
upstream end temperature estimation and the smoothing
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coefficient for downstream end temperature estimation based
on the operation state of the internal combustion engine 10,
and hence, like the first embodiment of the invention and the
second embodiment of the invention, can more accurately
estimate the temperature of the catalyst 60.

Further, in the acceleration downstream end temperature
estimation process (step S43 and step S44), the ECU 80
according to this embodiment of the invention sets the result
obtained by correcting the downstream end temperature esti-
mated last time through the downstream end temperature
estimation process with the upstream end temperature esti-
mated last time through the upstream end temperature esti-
mation process as the current downstream end temperature.
Thus, the ECU 80 can accurately grasp a phenomenon in
which the downstream end temperature changes under the
influence of the upstream end temperature. For example, the
ECU 80 can accurately grasp a phenomenon in which the
downstream end temperature temporarily falls under the
influence of the upstream end temperature in the initial stages
of'acceleration of the internal combustion engine 10. Accord-
ingly, the ECU 80 can accurately estimate the temperature of
the catalyst 60.

Next, the ECU 80 according to the fourth embodiment of
the invention will be described. The ECU 80 according to this
embodiment of the invention differs the ECU 80 according to
any one of the first to third embodiments of the invention with
respect to the sub-processes of the catalyst temperature esti-
mation process. Specifically, the ECU 80 according to this
embodiment of the invention differs from the ECU 80 accord-
ing to any one of the first to third embodiments of the inven-
tion with respect to the sub-processes of the upstream end
temperature estimation smoothing coefficient calculation
process and the downstream end temperature estimation
smoothing coefficient calculation process.

More specifically, the ECU 80 according to this embodi-
ment of the invention calculates, as a smoothing coefficient
for upstream end temperature estimation, a smoothing coef-
ficient for when the operation state of the internal combustion
engine 10 is accelerating or a smoothing coefficient when the
operation state of the internal combustion engine 10 is not
accelerating, based on the operation state of the internal com-
bustion engine 10. Furthermore, the ECU 80 calculates, as a
smoothing coefficient for downstream end temperature esti-
mation, a smoothing coefficient when the internal combus-
tion engine 10 is accelerating or a smoothing coefficient when
the internal combustion engine 10 is not accelerating, based
on the operation state of the internal combustion engine 10.
The configuration is otherwise identical to those of the ECU
80 according to any one of the first to third embodiments of
the invention, and the identical features will not be described
below.

FIG. 6 is shows an example of a flowchart of the catalyst
temperature estimation process executed by the ECU 80
according to this embodiment of the invention. In particular
the ECU 80 executes the program of the flowchart of FIG. 6 at
predetermined intervals. The flowchart of FIG. 6 differs from
the flowcharts of FIGS. 3, 4, and 5 in that step S11, step S12
and step S13 are carried out instead of step S20 and step S30.
The configuration is otherwise identical to those of the flow-
charts of FIGS. 3, 4, and 5, and the identical features will not
be described below.

Step S11 is executed after step S10. In step S11, the ECU
80 determines whether the operation state of the internal
combustion engine 10 is the acceleration state. The method of
determining whether the operation state of the internal com-
bustion engine 10 is the acceleration state is not limited in
particular. For example, if the steady-state temperature (A)
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calculated in step S10 exceeds a threshold temperature, the
ECU 80 determines that the operation state of the internal
combustion engine 10 is the acceleration state. If the steady-
state temperature (A) is equal to or below the threshold tem-
perature, the ECU 80 determines that the operation state of
the internal combustion engine 10 is not the acceleration
state. Alternatively, the ECU 80 may determine whether the
operation state of the internal combustion engine 10 is the
acceleration state, based on the rate of change in engine
speed, the rate of change in the vehicle speed of the vehicle, or
the like.

Ifitis determined in step S11 that the operation state of the
internal combustion engine 10 is the acceleration state, the
ECU 80 calculates a upstream end temperature estimation
smoothing coefficient (B') for acceleration and a downstream
end temperature estimation smoothing coefficient (C') for
acceleration based on an indicator of the operation state of the
internal combustion engine 10 (step S12). The indicator of the
operation state of the internal combustion engine 10 is not
restricted to a particular indicator the air amount, the rota-
tional speed of the internal combustion engine 10, the load
applied to the internal combustion engine 10, or the like is
used as the operation state of the internal combustion engine
10. In this embodiment of the invention, the air amount is used
as the indicator of the operation state of the internal combus-
tion engine 10. That is, the ECU 80 calculates both the
upstream end temperature estimation smoothing coefficient
(B") and the downstream end temperature estimation smooth-
ing coefficient (C') for acceleration based on the air amount.

For example, maps that show the relationship between the
air amount and the upstream end temperature estimation
smoothing coefficient (B') for acceleration and the relation-
ship between the air amount and the downstream end tem-
perature estimation smoothing coefficient (C') for accelera-
tion are stored in the storage portion of the ECU 80.
Accordingly, the ECU 80 refers to the maps stored in the
storage portion to determine the upstream end temperature
estimation smoothing coefficient (B') and the downstream
end temperature estimation smoothing coefficient (C') for
acceleration based on the air amount detected by the airflow
meter 72. It should be noted that the smoothing coefficients
(B', C") may also be determined on the basis of the engine
speed, the load applied to the internal combustion engine 10,
or the like, by referring to an appropriate map, in a manner
similar to that for determining smoothing coefficients (B', C')
based on the air amount” would be clearer.

Ifitis determined in step S11 that the operation state of the
internal combustion engine 10 is not the acceleration state,
the ECU 80 calculates the upstream end temperature estima-
tion smoothing coefficient (B) and the downstream end tem-
perature estimation smoothing coefficient (C) for the case
where the operation state of the internal combustion engine
10 is not the acceleration state, based on the operation state of
the internal combustion engine 10 (step S13). The operation
state of the internal combustion engine 10 is not restricted to
a particular indicator the air amount, the rotational speed of
the internal combustion engine 10, the load applied to the
internal combustion engine 10, or the like is used as the
operation state of the internal combustion engine 10. In this
embodiment of the invention, the air amount is used as the
operation state of the internal combustion engine 10. That is,
the ECU 80 calculates the upstream end temperature estima-
tion smoothing coefficient (B) for when the internal combus-
tion engine 10 is not the acceleration state and the down-
stream end temperature estimation smoothing coefficient (C)
for when the internal combustion engine 10 is not the accel-
eration state, based on the air amount.
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For example, a map showing a relationship between the air
amount and the upstream end temperature estimation
smoothing coefficient (B) and a map showing a relationship
between the air amount and the downstream end temperature
estimation smoothing coefficient (C) for when the internal
combustion engine 10 is not the acceleration state is stored in
the storage portion of the ECU 80. The ECU 80 refers to the
maps stored in the storage portion to set the upstream end
temperature estimation smoothing coefficient (B) and the
downstream end temperature estimation smoothing coeffi-
cient (C) for when the internal combustion engine 10 is not
accelerating, based on the air amount detected by the airflow
meter 72. It should be noted that the smoothing coefficients
(B, C) may also be determined on the basis of the engine
speed, the load applied to the internal combustion engine 10,
or the like, by referring to an appropriate map, in a manner
similar to that for determining smoothing coefficients (B, C)
based on the air amount.

After step S12, the ECU 80 executes the steps from step
S40 in FIGS. 3, 4, and 5 using the upstream end temperature
estimation smoothing coefficient (B') for acceleration and the
downstream end temperature estimation smoothing coeffi-
cient (C') for acceleration. After step S13, the ECU 80
executes the steps starting from step S40 in FIGS. 3, 4, and 5
using the upstream end temperature estimation smoothing
coefficient (B) for the case where the operation state of the
internal combustion engine 10 is not the acceleration state and
the downstream end temperature estimation smoothing coef-
ficient (C) for the case where the operation state of the internal
combustion engine 10 is not the acceleration state.

The ECU 80 according to this embodiment of the invention
executes the steps starting from step S40 in FIGS. 3, 4, and 5.
Therefore, an effect similar to those of the first to third
embodiments of the invention is achieved.

Further, the ECU 80 according to this embodiment of the
invention calculates, as each of the smoothing coefficient for
upstream end temperature estimation and the smoothing
coefficient for downstream end temperature estimation, the
smoothing coefficient when the operation state of the internal
combustion engine 10 is the acceleration state or the smooth-
ing coefficient when the operation state of the internal com-
bustion engine 10 is not the acceleration state. Thus, the ECU
80 can accurately estimate the upstream end temperature and
the downstream end temperature. Accordingly, it is possible
for the ECU 80 to accurately estimate the temperature of the
catalyst 60.

Although the example embodiments of the invention have
been described in detail above, the invention is not limited to
the described embodiments. Various modifications and
changes are possible within the scope of the invention as set
forth in the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A controller comprising:

an airflow sensor disposed in an intake passage of an inter-
nal combustion engine, the airflow sensor measures an
amount of air supplied to the internal combustion
engine; and

an electronic control unit operatively connected to the
internal combustion engine connected to the airflow sen-
sor, the electronic control unit configured to:

determine an operating state of the internal combustion
engine based on the measured amount of air supplied to
the internal combustion engine detected by the airflow
sensor;

estimate a temperature of an upstream end of a catalyst
used to purify exhaust gas of the internal combustion
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engine in an exhaust gas flow direction by executing a
smoothing process for upstream end temperature esti-
mation;

calculating a smoothing coefficient for downstream end

temperature estimation that is used in the smoothing
process for downstream end temperature estimation
based on the operation state of the internal combustion
engine; and

estimate a temperature of a downstream end of the catalyst

in the exhaust gas flow direction, after estimating the
upstream end temperature and calculating the down-
stream smoothing coefficient, by executing a smoothing
process for downstream end temperature estimation
using the estimated upstream end temperature,

the controller is configured to operate the internal combus-

tion engine in response to the estimated temperature of
the upstream end of the catalyst and the estimated tem-
perature of the downstream end of the catalyst.

2. The controller according to claim 1, wherein the elec-
tronic control unit executes the downstream end temperature
estimation process using the estimated upstream end tem-
perature when the operation state of the internal combustion
engine is an acceleration state, and the electronic control unit
executes the smoothing process for downstream end tempera-
ture estimation when the operation state of the internal com-
bustion engine is not the acceleration state, and the electronic
control unit estimates, as the downstream end temperature,
the estimated upstream end temperature in the downstream
end temperature estimation processing using the upstream
end temperature.

3. The controller according to claim 1, wherein the elec-
tronic control unit executes the downstream end temperature
estimation process using the upstream end temperature when
the operation state of the internal combustion engine is an
acceleration state, the electronic control unit executes the
smoothing process for downstream end temperature estima-
tion when the operation state of the internal combustion
engine is not the acceleration state, and the electronic control
unit estimates, as the current downstream end temperature, a
result obtained by correcting the downstream end tempera-
ture estimated last time by the electronic control unit with the
upstream end temperature estimated last time by the elec-
tronic control unit in the downstream end temperature esti-
mation process using the upstream end temperature.

4. The controller according to claim 1, wherein the elec-
tronic control unit calculates, as the smoothing coefficient for
downstream end temperature estimation, a smoothing coeffi-
cient corresponding to a case where the operation state of the
internal combustion engine is an acceleration state or a
smoothing coefficient corresponding to a case where the
operation state of the internal combustion engine is not the
acceleration state, based on the operation state of the internal
combustion engine.

5. The controller according to claim 1, wherein the elec-
tronic control unit estimates, as the downstream end tempera-
ture by dividing a difference between the previously esti-
mated downstream end temperature and the estimated
upstream end temperature by the smoothing coefficient for
downstream end temperature estimation, and then adding the
previously estimated downstream end temperature to the
resulting quotient.

6. The controller according to claim 1, wherein the elec-
tronic control unit calculates a smoothing coefficient for
upstream end temperature estimation based on the operation
state of the internal combustion engine.

7. The controller according to claim 6, wherein the elec-
tronic control unit calculates, as the smoothing coefficient for
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upstream end temperature estimation, a smoothing coeffi-
cient corresponding to a case where the operation state of the
internal combustion engine is an acceleration state or a
smoothing coefficient corresponding to a case where the
operation state of the internal combustion engine is not the
acceleration state, based on the operation state of the internal
combustion engine.

8. The controller according to claim 6, wherein the smooth-
ing processing for upstream end temperature estimation is
designed to estimate the upstream end temperature, by divid-
ing a difference between the previously estimated upstream
end and a steady-state temperature of the catalyst by the
smoothing coefficient for upstream end temperature estima-
tion, and then adding the previously estimated upstream end
temperature to the resulting quotient.

9. A control method comprising:

providing an electronic control unit operatively connected

to an internal combustion engine and an airflow sensor
disposed in an intake passage of the internal combustion
engine;
measuring an amount of air supplied to the internal com-
bustion engine, by the airflow sensor disposed in the
intake passage of the internal combustion engine;

determining, by the electronic control unit, an operating
state of the internal combustion engine based on the
measured amount of air supplied to the internal combus-
tion engine detected by the airflow sensor;
estimating, by the electronic control unit, an upstream end
temperature of an upstream end of a catalyst that purifies
exhaust gas of the internal combustion engine in the
exhaust gas flow direction by executing a smoothing
process for upstream end temperature estimation;

calculating a smoothing coefficient for downstream end
temperature estimation based on the operation state of
the internal combustion engine;

estimating, by the electronic control unit, a downstream

end temperature of a downstream end of the catalyst in
the exhaust gas flow direction, after estimating the
upstream end temperature and calculating the smooth-
ing coefficient, by executing a smoothing process for
downstream end temperature estimation using the esti-
mated upstream end temperature and the smoothing
coefficient; and

operate the internal combustion engine in response to the

estimated temperature of the upstream end of the cata-
lyst and the estimated temperature of the downstream
end of the catalyst.

10. The control method according to claim 9, wherein the
downstream end temperature estimation process using the
upstream end temperature is executed, by the electronic con-
trol unit, when the operation state of the internal combustion
engine is an acceleration state, the smoothing process for
downstream end temperature estimation is executed, by the
electronic control unit, when the operation state of the inter-
nal combustion engine is not the acceleration state, and the
estimated upstream end temperature is estimated as the down-
stream end temperature in the downstream end temperature
estimation processing using the upstream end temperature.

11. The control method according to claim 9, wherein the
downstream end temperature estimation process using the
upstream end temperature is executed, by the electronic con-
trol unit, when the operation state of the internal combustion
engine is an acceleration state, the smoothing process for
downstream end temperature estimation is executed, by the
electronic control unit, when the operation state of the inter-
nal combustion engine is not the acceleration state, and a
result obtained by correcting the downstream end tempera-
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ture estimated last time with the upstream end temperature
estimated last time is estimated as the current downstream
end temperature in the downstream end temperature estima-
tion processing using the upstream end temperature.

12. The control method according to claim 9, wherein the
smoothing coefficient for downstream end temperature esti-
mation is calculated, by the electronic control unit, as a
smoothing coefficient corresponding to a case where the
operation state of the internal combustion engine is an accel-
eration state or a smoothing coefficient corresponding to a
case where the operation state of the internal combustion
engine is not the acceleration state, based on the operation
state of the internal combustion engine.

13. The control method according to claim 9, wherein the
downstream end temperature is estimated, by the electronic
control unit, by dividing a difference between the previously
estimated downstream end temperature and the estimated
upstream end temperature by the calculated smoothing coef-
ficient for downstream end temperature estimation, and then
adding the previously estimated downstream end temperature
to the resulting quotient.

14. The control method according to claim 9, further com-
prising
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calculating, by the electronic control unit, a smoothing
coefficient for upstream end temperature estimation
used in a smoothing process for upstream end tempera-
ture estimation based on the operation state of the inter-
nal combustion engine, wherein

the smoothing coefficient for upstream end temperature

estimation is calculated, by the electronic control unit, as
a smoothing coefficient corresponding to a case where
the operation state of the internal combustion engine is
an acceleration state or a smoothing coefficient corre-
sponding to a case where the operation state of the inter-
nal combustion engine is not the acceleration state, on
the basis of the operation state of the internal combustion
engine.

15. The control method according to claim 14, wherein the
upstream end temperature is estimated, by the electronic con-
trol unit, by dividing a difference between the previously
estimated upstream end temperature and a steady-state tem-
perature of the catalyst by the calculated smoothing coeffi-
cient for upstream end temperature estimation, and adding the
previously estimated upstream end to the resulting quotient.
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